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Abstract: The paper embraces the concepts of social acceleration and Late Modernity into a multi-theoretical 
argument. It sheds light on the reflexive and critical shifts, both at individual and institutional-structural level, 
induced by these processes. Through this lens, the proposed argument revisits the principal fundaments of 
‘Europe’; those orienting and underpinning foundations that need to move from the ‘either/or’ framings to the 
‘both/and’ logics of pan-relationalism, anti-representationalism, and anti-essentialism. Finally, in the last 
chapter, the paper (re-)theorizes the role of ‘spokespeople’ in the field of European Studies in order to show how 
academics/scholars can contribute the most to the reflexive and critical actorness of ‘Europe’ as a multi-layered 
institutional entity and its European citizens. 
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what to achieve as how to reach there -

voyage 

If I am consummated 

and my life is consummated, I am no longer capable of living and acting. For in order to live and 

act, I need to be unconsummated, I need to be open for myself – at least in all the essential moments 

constituting my life; I have to be, for myself, someone who is axiologically yet-to-be, someone who 

does not coincide with his already existing makeup  
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– 
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‘Europe’ in the accelerated late modern times 
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we can tell you about 

justification, but can’t tell you anything about Truth, there’s nothing to be said about Truth. We 

know how to justify beliefs, we know that the adjective ‘true’ is that we apply to the beliefs we have 

justified. We know that a belief can’t be true without being justified. That’s all we know about 

Truth. Justification is relative to an audience regarding truth-candidates, Truth is not relative to 

anything. Just because it is not relative to anything, there’s nothing to be said about it”.  
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‘Spokespeople’ of European Studies 
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Science as a Vocation.2 

-

-

Only 

rigorous specialization can give the scholar the feeling for what may be the one and only time in 

his entire life, that here he has achieved something that will last. Nowadays, a really definitive and 

valuable achievement is always the product of specialization. And anyone who lacks the ability to 

don blinkers for once and to convince himself that the destiny of his soul depends upon whether he 

is right to make precisely this conjecture and no other at this point in his manuscript should keep 

                                                           
2 Science as a Vocation Wissenschaft als Beruf
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well away from science. He will never be able to submit to what we may call the ‘experience’ of 

science. –

Among young people nowadays the idea is very widespread that science has become a question 

of simple calculation, something produced in laboratories or statistical card indexes, just as ‘in a 

factory , with nothing but cold reason and not with the entire ‘soul

ic 

– – 

Inspiration does not do away with the need for 

work. And for its part, work cannot replace inspiration or force it to appear, any more than passion 

can. Both work and passion, and especially both together, can entice an idea

we all know that what we have achieved will be obsolete in ten, twenty, or fifty 

years. That is the fate, indeed, that is the very meaning of scientific work. [...] Scientific progress 

is a fraction, and indeed the most important fraction, of the process of intellectualization... It 

means that in principle, then, we are not ruled by mysterious, unpredictable forces, but that, on 

the contrary, we can in principle control everything by means of calculation. That in turn means 

the disenchantment of the world –

 

Soul and Form

Science affects us by its contents, art by its 

forms; science offers us facts and the relationship between facts but art offers us souls and 

destinies. Here they ways part; here there is no replacement and no transition. [….] as soon as 

science has become separate and independent, everything that has led up to it 
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– loses its value. Only when something has dissolved all its content in form, 

and thus become pure art, can it no longer become superfluous; but then its previous scientific 

nature altogether forgotten and emptied of meaning

-

- -

expression of human temperament 

writings in which the same life-problems are raised as in the writings 

which call themselves criticism, but with the difference that here the questions are addressed 

directly to life itself: they do not need the mediation of literature or art. And it is precisely the 

writings of the greatest essayists

itself – dire

-

 

-

-

- -

t is comical to believe that one human being 

is more in touch with something nonhuman than another human being. […] It is comical to think 

that  could transcend the quest for happiness, to think that any theory could be more than 
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a means to happiness, that there is something called Truth which transcends pleasure and pain” 

- - re 

o gain an objective 

knowledge of the world, and thus of oneself, [is] an attempt to avoid the responsibility for choosing 

one's project. [T]his is not to say that the desire for objective knowledge of nature, history, or 

anything else is bound to be unsuccessful, or even bound to be self-deceptive. It is merely to say 

that it presents a temptation to self-deception insofar as we think that, by knowing which 

descriptions within a given set of normal discourses apply to us, we thereby know ourselves” 
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