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Introduction 

- -

Abstract: The objective of this study is to analyze the role played by both fiscal and political decentralization as 
determinants of the expected time in office, understood as the latent (unobservable) durability of the cabinets. 
Using data for all the EU member states for the period that spans from 2007 up to 2017 and employing two 
competing survival analysis models, namely Weibull (parametric) and Cox (semiparametric), the results show 
that, even after controlling for other relevant variables (such as majority in legislative, the number of parties in 
government, the range between the most distant positions in coalition, etc.), decentralization (either fiscal or 
political) seem to be insignificant over the expected time in office of the cabinets. To the best of our knowledge 
there is only one study that focused on testing this kind of relationships, but which only considered the case of 
regional parties with portfolio positions (thus losing sight of the very important “supply and confidence 
agreements”). The originality of this works stems from the fact that we are more inclusive and that we employ 
new data and new variables that are more appropriate for framework of European politics, dominated by the 
anti-EU and populist debates, since the Great Recession of 2008. 
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Decentralization – Debates over definition and measurements 
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Results and discussions 
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Table 1 – Descriptive statistics for the variables considered in the model. Source: own computation  
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Table 2 – Correlation matrix. Source: own computation 
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Figure 1 (left) - Graphical representation of the survival function of cabinets in our sample. Source: own elaboration



 

63 
 

ONLINE JOURNAL MODELLING THE NEW EUROPE 
NO. 33 / 2020 

Figure 2 (right) - Graphical representation of hazard rates. Source: own elaboration 
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Table 3 - Results for the semi-parametric/proportional (Cox) survival analysis. Source: own 
computation 
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Duration  Coef.  St.Err.  t-value  p-value  [95% Conf.  Interval]  Sig 
Caretaker 6.769 1.865 6.94 0.000 3.945 11.616 *** 
Government status 0.559 0.106 -3.07 0.002 0.385 0.810 *** 
Parties in cabinet 1.316 0.121 3.00 0.003 1.100 1.575 *** 
Returnability 1.005 0.002 2.54 0.011 1.001 1.009 ** 
Left-right distance 1.030 0.066 0.46 0.644 0.908 1.169  
Effective number of parties 0.870 0.065 -1.85 0.064 0.751 1.008 * 
Fiscal decentralization 1.298 0.713 0.48 0.634 0.443 3.809  
Regional parties share 1.371 1.925 0.23 0.822 0.088 21.483  
 
Mean dependent var. 654.595 SD dependent var.   496.857 
Number of obs.   190.000 Chi-square   68.482 
Prob. > chi2  0.000 Akaike crit. (AIC) 411.733 
 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1  

Table 4 - Results for the Weibull parametric survival analysis with left-right distances considered. Source: own computation 

 

Duration  Coef.  St.Err.  t-value  p-value  [95% Conf.  Interval]  Sig 
Caretaker 6.769 1.871 6.92 0.000 3.938 11.635 *** 
Government status 0.569 0.103 -3.10 0.002 0.399 0.813 *** 
Parties in cabinet 1.351 0.113 3.58 0.000 1.146 1.593 *** 
Returnability 1.005 0.002 2.58 0.010 1.001 1.009 ** 
Euclidean distance 1.000 0.006 0.01 0.990 0.989 1.011  
Effective number of 
parties 

0.874 0.068 -1.73 0.083 0.751 1.018 * 

Fiscal decentralization 1.214 0.664 0.35 0.723 0.415 3.545  
Regional parties share 1.381 1.941 0.23 0.818 0.088 21.707  
 
Mean dependent var. 657.431 SD dependent var.   497.283 
Number of obs.   188.000 Chi-square   68.510 
Prob. > chi2  0.000 Akaike crit. (AIC) 410.324 
 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1  

Table 5 - Results for the Weibull parametric survival analysis with Euclidean distances considered. Source: own computation 
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Figure 3 – Fiscal decentralization index for 10 EU countries 2007-2017. Source: own elaboration with data from Eurostat  
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Figure 4 – Mean cabinet duration by country (EU28) 2007-2017. Source: own elaboration with data from ParlGov (Döring & 
Manow, 2019) and Casal Bértoa (2019) 

 

Figure 5 – Mean regional parties shares in the national parliaments (EU 28) by country. Source: own elaboration with data from 
Manifesto Project 2018 (Volkens et al., 2018) 
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