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Introduction 

-

Abstract: The present study draws upon Eurosceptic sentiment in the present-day Czech Republic from the 
perspective of the political and party segment, and at the public level. Given the total of nine manifestations of 
Euroscepticism (Riishøj), we distinguish two types of party Euroscepticism: Hard and Soft Euroscepticism 
(Szczerbiak, Taggart). Czech party Euroscepticism is contemplated in terms of party behavior towards the 
processes of European integration (Kopecky and Mudde), the period of accession to the EU (Rovny) and the post-
accession period of European adaptation (Marek, Baun). Two parties, such as K
ODS (Soft Euroscepticism) parties enjoyed considerable electoral support (Chamber of Deputies), being backed 
by a Eurosceptically oriented electorate. Throughout accession and adaptation to the EU (2002–2010), the 
Chamber of Deputies rotation comprised around 50%. Since 2013, the Tomio Okamura political projects (Hard 
Euroscepticism) have joined Eurosceptic parties. In the 1990s, Czech society was mentally prepared for the EU 
accession, since the number of Democrats (Euro-optim –77% (1994–1998) (Haerpfer). 
Following the EU accession, Eurosceptic sentiment in the Czech society constantly fluctuated, with the largest 
number of hard Eurosceptics in 2004–2010 (Eurobarometer). Simultaneously, elections to the European 
Parliament remain the least important issue for the Czech electorate (turnout of 28%), with political interests 
dominated by those of the national. The Czechs consider it best to maintain the EU membership, yet with the 
prevalence of national interests. 
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