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Abstract: In the context of the anti-corruption social movements in post-communist Romania, what role do local 
civil society associations, and more specifically artivism play in the articulation of corruption as a public 
problem? This translates into the desire to overcome the idea of corruption as a heavy Balkan heritage that 
explains the existence of a contestation movement only through external pressure. Therefore, this study argues 
that through a specific form of artivism, Funky Citizens, a very active NGO on the anti-corruption stage, is an 
example of a modernizing agent in post-communist Romania. To do so, this socio-historical study uses concepts 
and perspectives borrowed from the theoretical field of pragmatic sociology instrumentalized for the pursuit of 
apprehending artistic activism mobilized in the anti-corruption fight. The argument put forward is that the 
specificity of the Romanian case can be grasped through visual means of expression of actors that promote this 
specific modernizing project. So, this research reveals a new attitude towards corruption, different from that 
present during the first 20 years after the revolution, which implies the need to investigate its references to the 
recent past. Finally, this contribution reflects on the usefulness of artivism as a new language to channel ideas, 
in the pursuit of contributing to the articulation of a certain type of public memory of communism. 
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the configuration of formal rules and the dynamics of formal institutions significantly 

influences the consequences of anti-corruption efforts, but not (or not materially) the extent of 

corruption. The latter can primarily be explained by informal factors such as political culture, 

persistent patrimonial networks, historical legacies, poor economic capacities and high economic 

inequality  
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Despite the reformist drive, the new anti-corruption discourse did not entail visible 

outcomes, but produced rather a division within the political system between the ‘conservatives’ 

(those skeptical of the political neutrality of such policies) vs. the ‘reformists’, now rebranded as 

exponents of ‘Europeanism’  
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The modernizing agents have in common the development of an awareness of living in a 

society which has experienced a break with its past and which now aims to reach a certain ideal 

of society. Such awareness based on the idea of a "project" of society, as such resolutely oriented 

towards the future, is radically different from the mentality specific to societies in which normative 

references are anchored in a mythical past and where political obsession, far from being a change, 

is its limitation and sometimes even its denial  
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Artivism as a form of political art  
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activist art’ also explores political topics but is distinguished from political art in its 

greater concern with the politics involved in both the creation and the reception of the art. Activist 

artists actively seek public participation in both areas, and generally do not make a sharp 

distinction between the process or creating work and the product. Activist art is, therefore, 

political in two senses, while political art is political only in its subject matter  
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After several weeks working with artivists and young university students, artivism turned 

out to be a fundamental educational form, in addition to a language and way of communicating 

and expressing autonomy, dissidence, and opposition  
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 young people, which means less than 45 years old, very active, coming from the urban 

environment, educated, hipsters, young professionals, middle class, but not from an economic 

point of view, or not only from an economic point of view but rather from their interests’ point of 

view. It means people who are not worried about tomorrow, and because of that, we think they 

should be interested in public affairs, in the well-being of society. We often wonder if our approach 

is not too elitist but, after all, our resources are too limited… Our philosophy is therefore to invest 

in these people to whom we come more easily, so that they become our partners. Then, once they 

are convinced, and well equipped, they can pass the information on to their families, friends, 

relatives, in communities that otherwise would have been inaccessible to us 6 
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Source: https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/galeria-trocului-electoral-expozitie-a-mitei-date-de-partide-in-campanii-  
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Vote = barter? No. But that’s what the candidates think. We have identified hundreds of 

cases of electoral barter in the past 30 years. From lighters, to pens, slippers or boots, phones, 

drugs, food, prescription glasses, bedspread, pantyhose or even underwear and the list goes on. 

We have selected the most common ones; we have interpreted them as installation art, and we 

welcome you to the Gallery of electoral bribe ” 
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A new language to channel the anti-corruption project 
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We started from a real tension: the electoral barter cannot be stopped by the average 

citizen, but we could encourage a type of valuable community and social behavior: participating 

as an observer at elections, something that would help a clean vote. I believe very much in the 

value of the small good: each one of us (realistically, if as many of us) would do a small good 

deed, then a bigger good deed would happen. Precisely of this type of thinking we wanted to talk 

about in our campaign for recruiting observers for Funky Citizens  

 

the Big corrupt figures kit 

-

 

 

-

-



 

194 
 

ONLINE JOURNAL MODELLING THE NEW EUROPE 
NO. 33 / 2020 

the Big Corrupt figures 

Natio

 

 

-

- 

-

 

 

Why would someone collect corrupt figures? 

Because you like the way they are drawn, because ‘you’re not on the bear’s side’, but on the anti-

corruption fighters’ side, like all decent people are, so you’re happy to see a ‘Dan Voiculescu’ 

card with ’10 years’ written on it. And also, because one day you’ll have grandchildren, and you’ll 

like to be able to show them this insectarium that displays all the country’s ‘pests’
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We collect big corrupt figures to remember this historical moment because 5 years ago 

we weren’t able to imagine that mister Adrian N stase or mister George Copos will ever be 

convicted. They couldn’t imagine it either and here they are today facing this uncomfortable 

reality  
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