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Abstract: Today, Slovak Republic already has 20 years of experience in the management, implementation and 
control of European funds, which should be used in the next programming period 2021-2027, which represents 
cohesion policy post-2020. Preparedness and flexibility will be a prerequisite for a successful implementation of 
this programming period. In the context of expected changes and new rules, it is essential that the responsible 
national authorities are able to prepare not only the new Partnership Agreement and documents at strategic level 
in a timely manner, but also the operational programmes themselves, through which European Union policies 
will be implemented. In view of the above, the aim of the paper is to evaluate Slovakia´s state of preparedness for 
the next programming period 2021 – 2027 and propose recommendations to improve the management, 
implementation and control of the European Structural and Investment Funds. Research will mainly use a 
comparative analysis of selected financial indicators for the implementation of the completed programming 
period 2007-2013 and the ongoing 2014-2020 programming period. Theoretical knowledge and own practical 
experience in implementing and auditing European funds will also be used to achieve the objective. 
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‘Is there an increase in the share of the 

contracting of commitments and the absorption of European funds under the 2014-2020 

programming period compared to the 2007-2013 programming period?’ 
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Table 1: Comparison of the allocation of the European Structural and Investment Funds to the 

Slovak Republic in the 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 programming periods (EUR billion)  

Fund

Programming period Difference

2007-

2013 

(billion) 

EURO) 

2014-

2020 

(billion) 

EURO)

billion 

EURO 
%

  + +  

  +  +  

+ +  

2014-2020 

programming period only) 
-  +  - 

  - -

  

TOTAL 13,49 15,34 + 1,85 + 13,71

Central Coordinating Body,  
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Programming period 2007-2013
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Figure 1: Contracting and Deployment status in relation to the total allocation under the 

operational programmes of the 2014-2020 programming period as at 30 September 2020 1

Data source: Central Coordinating Body, own processing
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Figure 2: Evolution of the contracting of commitments for the 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 

programming periods

 

Data source: Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak 

Republic (data for the period 2007-2013), Government Office of the Slovak Republic (data for the 

period 2013-2016), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic for investment and 

Informatization (data for the period 2017-2019,) Ministry of Investments, Regional Development 

and Informatization of the Slovak Republic (2020), own processing
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Figure 3: Evolution of the absorption of funds for the 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 programming 

periods

Data source: Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak 

Republic (data for the period 2007-2013), Government Office of the Slovak Republic (data for the 

period 2013-2016), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic for investment and 

Informatization (data for the period 2017-2019), Ministry of Investments, Regional Development 

and Informatization of the Slovak Republic (2020), own processing
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