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Abstract: Towards the end of the Second World War, political life was beginning to reorganize itself and seek the 
path to democracy. But the new path led the country towards a new type of "democracy", a new totalitarian regime, 
which, like any new regime, will rewrite history, being prepared even to redefine terms, an example of this being the 
term "democracy". This article aims to capture Romania's transition from the expectations of a democratic regime, 
to the establishment of an extreme left "democracy", with an emphasis on the way in which the term "democracy" 
was used in the communist discourse in the press of the time. We will use samples from the most important 
publications of the time, including the press of the opposition parties, to capture the differences between the 
definitions given to the same term."Democratization" according to the communist dioptres was possible in an 
internal context unfavorable to a communist regime, due to the fact that, on the way to power, the fragile Romanian 
Communist Party would be supported externally by Moscow, while internally it led a constant effort to legitimation, 
being always willing to assume events, redefine terms or rewrite history.Because the success of any regime lies 
mainly in political practice, in the way this system imposed itself on the whole society, we will insist on the event of 
August 23, 1944, which, initially, meant the return of Romania to the interwar status, with the exception of the 
legislative institution. But subsequent events will shape Romania's future contrary to expectations. 
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I. RCP in the Struggle to Define the Term "Democracy" 

I.1. Historical Context: the Act of August 23, 1944 – An Important Step Towards 

Legitimizing the Romanian Communist Party
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1 

 

1997: 53-54

 "the dictatorship has ended 

and with it all oppression ends. The new government means the beginning of a new era in which the rights 

and liberties of all the country's citizens are guaranteed and will be respected [...] With full confidence 

in the future of our Romanian nation, let's step resolutely on the path of building the Romania of 

tomorrow, of a free, strong and happy country" 1997:45-46  

 

 

                   
1 - 

-
 

Annals of the Institute of Party History 
attached to the Central Committee of the P.M.R., - -139. 
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I. 2. The Rise of the Romanian Communist Party  
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I.3. The Armistice Agreement with Romania. The Beginning of the End of the Hope 

for True Democracy 

 

-E -allied 

 

 

de facto 

de jure 
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I. 4. The Birth of the National Democratic Front, the Collapse of the National Democratic 

Bloc 

the backbone of the connection between us and the USSR 

it is formed by the loyal application of the Armistice Convention
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National Democratic Front 

 

 

  

the grave danger that the fascist 

remnants represented for the fate of democracy in our country 

Following the call of the communist party, the workers in numerous enterprises drove out the 
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fascist elements, in the villages the peasants went on to conquer town halls in which they installed 

democratic authorities, chosen from among themselves." (  

made it easier for the masses to see the anti-popular character of the 

government and contributed to the intensification of the fight for its overthrow

 

 

-

Tribuna Ardealului,  

Plugarii  

The Role of the Romanian Communist Party in the Sovietization of Romania: 23 August 1944 

– 6 March 1945 

– – 

– 

The presence of 

Soviet armies on the territory of our country, without interfering in our internal affairs, paralyzed the 

actions of reactionary forces." (  
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"lamentable failure to fulfill the obligations imposed by the armistice" ( -160

Annals of the Institute of History  

 

- the power of reactionary elements 

in the central apparatus was seriously limited." (Annals of the Institute of History -  

 

The "Democratization" of Romania Between March 6, 1945 and April 13, 1948. 

The First Pro-Communist Government: "The Government of People's Democracy" 

 

  

P

 

-
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-

 

The 

Red Army also expelled the German-Hungarian troops from Transylvania, on whose territory the 

Romanian administration began to function" (Sânteia Ardealului  

t

to ensure the installation of the communist regime in the occupied territories

1993: 58-

                   
2  

 

 -

Final Report
-
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defend 

itself against imperialist aggression in Europe" - ,  

 

Gazeta Poporului

 

"The Government of People's 

Democracy". 

-
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Patria

 

 

While the frequent changes of 

government that took place in bourgeois-landlord Romania did not constituted nothing more than the 

replacement of the leadership of one group of representatives of the exploiting classes by another, the 

installation of the democratic government based on the class alliance of workers and peasants, under the 

leadership of the working class, marked the transfer of decisive political positions from the hands of the 

exploiting minorities to the hands of the overwhelming majority of the people." Thus was established 

"popular power, capable of ensuring a real and broad democracy for working people, to defend and 

develop the conquests of the working people" (Annals..., -

the ploughmen see only Bolsheviks in the workers, 

who are persecuting them" (Fond Regional Committee PMR Cluj,  

 

II. Democracy – A Manipulated Definition 
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ectors.3 

 

 

 

 

the way of participation of the members of a state community in the exercise of power, having 

                   
3 -  

idea of 
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as its essence the establishment of political equality between the members of the respective community

 

 

-  

III. Communist Type "Democracy" vs. "Bourgeois Democracy" 

-

-

 

 

- 

-

- the access of working 

people to the macro-social decision was prevented
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- threatened by the 

working people, due to their conquest of the majority position in the parliament

1983: 11-15  

-

- 

1983: 11-15  

life (Contemporanul,  

Scânteia, 

Due to the anti-popular policy carried out both in the government and 

outside the government by reactionary elements in the ruling circles of the national-peasant and national-

liberal parties, by preventing the absolutely necessary economic-social reforms - our country is still in a 

serious situation today and is threatened with economic and national collapse. […]  

The experience from August 23, 1944 until today clearly demonstrates that the country and the 

Romanian people need a true democratic government, emerging from the concentration in a single front 

- NDF - of all democratic forces" (Plugarii, 

Only an NDF 

government will be able to break the distrust of the Soviet Union and its allies. Only an NDF government 
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will be able to put an end to specula, expensiveness, economic chaos and remove an hour earlier the 

sufferings of the popular masses: workers, farmers, officials and intellectuals. Only an NDF government 

can bring the security of normal activity for all factors of the national economy willing to collaborate in 

the economic and financial recovery of our countries: industrialists, traders, craftsmen, etc. […] The 

NDF government [...] will be able to achieve that Romania becomes from a defeated country, an equal 

member in the great family of democratic countries, thus ensuring the independence, sovereignty, security 

and economic advancement of the Romanian State." (Plugarii,  

 -

 

vigorous support of the Bloc of Democratic Parties in elections against the Manisto-Brachianist 

reaction  

A -

-

- -

 

 

"The most significant and dangerous 

effect of the F.N.D. government will remain, when all balances are made, the compromise of the 

democratic idea among the masses", because it will remain in memories, linked to this regime, a 

pejorative notion of democracy... If for some doctrinaires there are two kinds of democracies, the political 

and the social, for the man in the crowd a third kind was born - fruit of experience - namely the 

camouflaged dictatorship”. 
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Dreptatea, -  

- Democracy means etymologically: the rule of the people. But the 

people cannot rule in their collectivity and permanently, but will elect their representatives. The 

representatives of the people are those who received the majority of votes. In the final analysis, therefore, 

democracy is nothing but the validity of the majority representative system [...] we ask ourselves, can we 

speak of a democratic regime in Romania today? The FND do not want to hear about the elections and 

the people” ( Patria

 

  

             Conclusions 

-

 

- - 
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Fr Did people believe in the ideology 

on which communism was based?

 

-scale riots. 

-

egalitarian passion based on human mechanisms such as envy, which 

Communists used, promising "perfect equality,

-calle

 

-
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