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1. Introduction  

  2013 after 

Abstract: This article addresses the issue of Euroscepticism in Croatia after its 2013 EU accession. It starts with a 
theoretical section that explores the phenomenon of Euroscepticism and particularly examines the insufficient 
agreement between elites and citizens on the issue of European integration. The central section starts with the 
analysis of the general lack of support for the EU integration in the form of regime and exit scepticism in the opinion 
polls. Subsequently, the general party-based Euroscepticism is analysed primarily through the lens of the 2019 
European Parliament election campaign in Croatia which emphasized profound divisions between its mainstream 
and populist parties. Separate section of the article is dedicated to the analysis of elite and public Euroscepticism 
towards specific EU policies: Eurozone membership, enlargement policy, common security and defence policy as 
well as the rule of law. The analysis of the public opinion in all sections of the article relies mostly on standard 
Eurobarometer reports and compares the results for Croatia with the EU average. The article shows that after 
Croatia’s EU accession, public sentiment about the EU has not significantly changed, with opinion polls still 
showing a high degree of Euroscepticism on selected topics. Simultaneously, there is an increase of party-based 
Euroscepticism. 
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2. General lack of support for EU integration

2.1. Regime and exit scepticism  
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2.2. Party politics   
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3. Policy based scepticism 

3.1. Eurozone membership 
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3.3. Rule of law 
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